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 Title and ISBN # Author Description 

 
 

When Friendship Followed Me 
Home 
ISBN #: 978-0803738164 
Fiction 

Paul Griffin Ben Coffin has never been one for making friends. As a former foster kid, he 
knows people can up and leave without a goodbye. Ben prefers to spend his 
time with the characters in his favorite sci-fi books…until he rescues an 
abandoned mutt. Flip leads Ben to befriend a fellow book-lover named 
Halley—yes, like the comet—a girl unlike anyone he has ever met. Ben begins 
thinking of her as “Rainbow Girl” because of her crazy-colored clothes and her 
laugh.  Rainbow Girl convinces Ben to write a novel with her.  But as their 
story unfolds Ben’s life begins to unravel, and Ben must discover for himself 
the truth about friendship and the meaning of home. (Source: 
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com) 

 
 

Maniac McGee 
ISBN #: 978-0316809061 
Fiction 

Jerry Spinelli Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak 
accident hadn't made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight 
aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides to run--and not just run away, but 
run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives 
of a racially divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats. (Source: 
www.amazon.com) 

 
 

Threads 
ISBN #:  978-1484746905 
Fiction 

Ami Polonsky The day twelve-year-old Clara finds a desperate note in a purse in Bellman's 
department store, she is still reeling from the death of her adopted sister, Lola. 
By that day, thirteen-year-old Yuming has lost hope that the note she stashed 
in the purse will ever be found. She may be stuck sewing in the pale pink 
factory outside of Beijing forever. Clara grows more and more convinced that 
she was meant to find Yuming's note. Lola would have wanted her to do 
something about it. But how can Clara talk her parents, who are also in 
mourning, into going on a trip to China? (Source: Amazon.com) 

 
 

The Thing About Jellyfish 
ISBN #: 978-0316380843 
Fiction 
 
*Please note: some students 
have said that this story was too 
sad/emotional for them. 

Ali Benjamin Suzy's best friend, Franny Jackson, was a strong swimmer. There is no way 
she could have drowned, at least in Suzy's mind. Suzy's determined search for 
a different explanation for her friend's death leads her to believe that Franny 
was stung by an Irukandji jellyfish. Having nothing but time, since she has no 
other friends and has decided to stop talking, Suzy sets out to prove her 
theory. (Source: Amazon.com) 



 
 

Inside Out and Back Again 
 ISBN #: 978-0061962790 

Fiction 

Thanhha Lai After her father has been missing in action for nine years during the Vietnam 
War, 10-year-old Hà flees with her mother and three older brothers. Traveling 
first by boat, the family reaches a tent city in Guam, moves on to Florida, and 
is finally connected with sponsors in Alabama, where Hà finds refuge but also 
cruel rejection, especially from mean classmates. (Source: Amazon.com) 

 
 

The Honest Truth 
ISBN #: 978-0545665742 
Fiction 

Dan 
Gemeinhart 

In all the ways that matter, Mark is a normal kid. He's got a dog named Beau 
and a best friend, Jessie. He likes to take photos and write haiku poems in his 
notebook. He dreams of climbing a mountain one day. But in one important 
way, Mark is not like other kids at all. Mark is sick. The kind of sick that means 
hospitals. And treatments. The kind of sick some people never get better from. 
So Mark runs away. He leaves home with his camera, his notebook, his dog, 
and a plan. A plan to reach the top of Mount Rainier. Even if it's the last thing 
he ever does. (Source: Amazon.com) 

 
 

Peak 
ISBN #: 978-0-545-03203-2 
Fiction 

Roland Smith After fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City 
skyscraper, he's left with two choices: wither away in Juvenile Detention or go 
live with his long-lost father, who runs a climbing company in Thailand. But 
Peak quickly learns that his father's renewed interest in him has strings 
attached. Big strings. As owner of Peak Expeditions, he wants his son to be 
the youngest person to reach the Everest summit--and his motives are selfish 
at best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the 
challenge of a lifetime. But it's also one that could cost him his life. (Source: 
amazon.com) 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming 
ISBN #:  0147515823 
*Nonfiction 

Jacqueline 
Woodson 

*This is a memoir written in poetic verse. 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home 
in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an 
African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim 
Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Woodson’s 
eloquent poetry reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, 
despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories 
inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer 
she was to become. (Source: amazon.com) 



 

 
 

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe & The 
Carlisle Indian High School 
Football Team 
ISBN #: 978-1596439542 
Nonfiction 

Steve Sheinkin This biography tells the story of Jim Thorpe who was once considered "the 
best athlete on the planet." The child of a Sac and Fox/Irish father and 
Potawatomi/French-Canadian mother, Jim Thorpe grew up in a mix of white 
and Indian culture. Sheinkin weaves complicated threads of history—the 
Indian Removal Act of 1830, the story of Carlisle, the early days of football, 
and the dual biographies of Thorpe and his coach Pop Warner. (Source: 
Kirkus Review) 

 

Hidden Figures: Young Readers’ 
Edition 
ISBN #: 978-0062662378 
Nonfiction 

Margot Lee 
Shetterly 

Now in a special new edition perfect for young readers, this is the amazing 
true story of four African-American female mathematicians at NASA who 
helped achieve some of the greatest moments in our space program. Before 
John Glenn orbited the earth or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a 
group of dedicated female mathematicians known as “human computers" 
used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the numbers that 
would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This book brings to life the 
stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine 
Darden, four African-American women who lived through the Civil Rights 
era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, 
and whose work forever changed the face of NASA and the country. (Source: 
Harper Collins.com) 
 

 


